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and recognised claim to such assistance as it may, from
time to time, be in the power of Government to extend
to voluntary efforts on behalf of such education. This
I promise you ; and I promise it the more willingly,
because the whole tone of your address assures me that
my promise, instead of inducing you to relax the efforts
you are now making, will encourage your perseverance
in the prosecution and extension of them. You have
observed, in the course of the address, that by the
Mohammedan race its religion is regarded " not merely
as a matter of abstract belief, but also as the ultimate
guide in the most secular concerns of life.'* Gentle-
men, I conceive this to be the true spirit of all sincere
religious belief ; for the guidance of human conduct in
relation to all the duties of life is the proposed object of
every religion, whatever the name and whatever the
form of it. Rut you will, I am sure, be the last to
admit that anything in the creed of Islam is incom-
patible with the highest forms of intellectual culture.
The greatest and most enduring conquests of the
Mohammedan races have all been achieved in the fields
of science, literature, and art. Not only have they
given to a great portion of this continent an architecture
which is still the wonder and admiration of the world,
but in an age when the Christian societies of Europe
had barely emerged out of intellectual darkness and
social barbarism, they covered the whole Iberian
Peninsula with schools of medicine, of mathematics, and
philosophy, far in advance of all contemporary science ;
and to this day the populations of Spain and Portugal,
for their very sustenance, are mainly dependent on the
past labours of Moorish engineers. But Providence
has not confided to any single race a permanent initia-
tive in the direction of human thought or the develop-
ment of social life. The modern culture of the West is
now in a position to repay the great debt owed by it to
the early wisdom of the East. It is to the activity of
Western ideas, and the application of Western science,
that we must now look for the social and political
progress of this Indian empire ; and it is in the absorp-
tion of those ideas and the mastery of that science, 4iat
I exhort the Mohammedans of India to seek and find
new fields of conquest, and fresh opportunities for the
achievements of a noble ambition. Gentlemen, when